Who’s The Wise Son

Jonathan Greene
With apologies to Abbott and Costello
Abbott:  Well Costello, the seder is sure going great tonight.
Costello:  Oh yes, Abbott, it certainly is with the great company and everything.
Abbott:  You know, at our seder last night we had a great time with the four children.  We gave them all names.
Costello:  You gave the children names?  That sounds like fun. Can you tell me the names?
Abbott:  Oh, I’ll tell you their names, but you know strange as it may seem, we gave these children some interesting names.
Costello:  You mean funny names?
Abbott:  Strange names, pet names.  Well let’s see, we have Who’s the wise child, What’s the wicked child, 
and I Don’t Know is the simple child.
Costello:  That’s what I want to find out.
Abbott:  I say, Who’s the wise, What’s the wicked, and I Don’t Know’s the simple.
Costello:  Was it your seder?
Abbott:  Yes.
Costello:  And this was with your family?
Abbott:  Yes.
Costello:  And you don’t  know the children’s names?
Abbott:  Well I should.
Costello:  Well then who is wise?
Abbott:  Yes.
Costello:  I mean the child’s name.
Abbott:  Who.
Costello:  The wise child.
Abbott:  Who.
Costello:  The wise child.
Abbott:  Who!
Costello:  The child that is the wise one.
Abbott:  Who is the wise child.
Costello:  I’m asking you who’s wise!
Abbott:  That’s the child’s name.
Costello:  That’s whose name?
Abbott:  Yes.
Costello:  Well go ahead and tell me.
Abbott:  That’s it.
Costello:  That’s who?
Abbott:  Yes.
(Pause) Costello:  Look, you got a wise child.
Abbott:  Certainly.
Costello:  Who’s the wise child?
Abbott:  That’s right.
Costello:  When you start the four children you talk about who?
Abbott:  Talk about him right out of the book.
Costello:  All I’m trying to find out is the child’s name that is the wise one.
Abbott:  Who.
Costello:  The child you read about first.
Abbott:  That’s it.
Costello:  Who gets read about?
Abbott:  He does!
 (Pause) Costello:  All I’m trying to find out is what’s the name of the wise child.
Abbott:  No, what’s the wicked child.
Costello:  I’m not asking who’s the wicked child.
Abbott:  Who is the wise child!
Costello:  One child at a time!
Abbott:  Well don’t change the children around!
Costello:  I’m not changing nobody!
Abbott:  Take it easy, buddy.
Costello:  All I’m asking you, who’s the wise child?!
Abbott:  That’s right.
Costello:  Okay.
Abbott:  Alright.
(Pause) Costello:  What’s the name of the wise child?!
Abbott:  No, What is the wicked child!
Costello:  I’m not asking you who’s wicked child!
Abbott:  Who’s the wise child.
Costello:  I don’t know.
Abbott:  Oh, that’s the simple child. We’re not talking about him.  Now let’s get back to the wise child.
Costello:  Now how did I get to the simple child?
Abbott:  Well you mentioned his name.
Costello:  If I mentioned the simple child’s name, who did I say’s the simple child?
Abbott:  No, Who’s the wise child.
Costello:  What’s wise?
Abbott:  What’s wicked.
Costello:  I don’t know.
Abbott:  He’s simple.
Costello:  There I go, back to simple again! Will you stay on the simple child and don’t go off him?
Abbott:  Alright, what do you want to know?
Costello:  Now who’s the simple child?!
Abbott:  Why do you insist on making Who the simple child?
Costello:  What am I putting as the simple child?!
Abbott:  No, What is the wicked child.
Costello:  You don’t want who to be the wicked child?!
Abbott:  No, Who is the wise child.
Costello:  I don’t know!
Both:  Simple child!
(Pause) Costello: You know, I know how to read the haggadah too.
Abbott:  So they tell me.
Costello:  So let’s say it’s the seder at your house.
Abbott:  Yes.
Costello:  So now I’m reading the haggadahh and we get to the part about the four children. So I start reading about the wise child and I read about who?
Abbott:  Now that’s the first thing that you’ve said right.
Costello:  I don’t even know what I’m talking about!
Abbott:  Well that’s all you have to do!
Costello:  Is read about the wise child?
Abbott:  Yes.
Costello:  And I read about who?
Abbott:  Naturally.
(Pause) Costello:  Look, if I read about the wise child I got to read about someone. Now who gets read about?
Abbott:  Naturally.
Costello:  Who?
Abbott:  Naturally.
Costello:  Naturally?
Abbott:  Naturally.
Costello:  So I read about Naturally?
Abbott:  No you don’t! You read about Who!
Costello:  Naturally.
Abbott:  That’s different.
Costello:  That’s what I said.
Abbott:  You’re not saying that.
Costello:  I read about Naturally?
Abbott:  You read about Who.
Costello:  Naturally.
Abbott:  That’s it.
Costello:  That’s what I said!
Abbott:  Listen, you ask me.
Costello:  I read about who?
Abbott:  Naturally.
Costello:  Now you ask me.
Abbott:  You read about Who?
Costello:  Naturally.
Abbott:  That’s it.
Costello:  Same as you!
Abbott:  You just changed them around.
Costello:  Same as you! I read about who. Whoever it is gets read about & we move on to what and I don’t know!
Abbott:  Yes.
Costello:  Why? I don’t know, he’s the simple child, and I don’t give a darn!
Abbott:  Oh…What?
Costello:  I said, I don’t give a darn!
Abbott:  Oh, that’s the name of the child that does not know how to ask.
Costello:  (Fumbles words loudly)
