The Real Ten Plagues

by Jim Propp-Gubin

Ten great plagues did the Almighty inflict upon the Egyptians, to wear down their spirit and make Pharaoh relent.

Firstly, God cursed the great storehouses of the Egyptians, so that all their bread became desiccated and flavorless.  One could not make a satisfying sandwich, for the bread would split apart, spilling the inside of the sandwich onto one's plate or into one's lap.  And the Egyptians cried out, for great was the inconvenience.

Secondly, God cursed the Egyptians’ pretzels, so that they tasted stale; and the ones that did not taste stale did not exactly taste like pretzels.

Thirdly, God did the same to all the Egyptians’ crackers, and the Egyptians cried out, “Let these people go already!”

Fourthly, God smote all the pizza and the pasta, yea unto the very last spaghetto and raviolo; and the parents of Egypt rent their clothes, saying Alas, this is all that my children will eat for dinner.

Fifthly, God smote all the breakfast cereals, from the healthiest to the least nutritious, not sparing the Pop-Tarts; and the parents rent their clothes anew, saying Now my children will not even eat breakfast.

Sixthly, God smote all the cookies with which the Egyptians were consoling themselves for the aforementioned deprivations.

Seventhly, God did the same unto the cupcakes.

Eighthly, God did the same unto the doughnuts.

Ninthly, God did the same unto the Egyptians’ blintzes, which they had hastily given a non-Egyptian-sounding name, hoping to fool the Almighty.

And tenthly, when God saw that Pharaoh still did not relent, He kicked things up a notch, and cursed *all* products made from barley, wheat, oat, rye, and spelt, so that were dried out and gave no pleasure.

Then such a wailing arose from the Egyptians that Pharaoh could no longer ignore his people’s suffering, and he agreed to let the Israelites leave.

So the Israelites left, and Pharaoh chased after them, and God drowned Pharaoh’s hosts in the sea, and the Israelites taunted the Egyptians, saying Is it moist enough for you now? 
And God said: You mock the Egyptians as they drown, even though they too are my children?

I will give you the land that I promised you.  But owing to this transgression: Every year you yourselves must endure the ten plagues that I worked upon the Egyptians when I brought you out.
And others say:

When the Israelites prepared to leave Egypt, God gave them a week’s advance notice, so that they could prepare provisions for themselves.  But for six days and twenty-three hours the departing Israelites chatted with their neighbors, saying goodbye and not leaving, until it was no longer possible for them to bake their bread.

