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CHARACTERS

	GOD
	The deity of the Hebrew people

	MOSES
	A slave, raised as a prince of Egypt and reluctant leader of the Hebrews

	PHAROAH
	The supreme leader of Egypt

	HEBREWS
	A people in slavery in Egypt

	JOSEPH
	The first Jew in Egypt

	JOSEPH’S SIBLING
	The wicked rivals who sell Joseph into slavery

	NARRATOR
	Reader for the play


SETTING

Ancient Egypt and the areas nearby
PROLOGUE
NARRATOR

Abraham was the first Jew. He made a covenant with God which is a fancy word for contract. The deal was God would be Abraham’s god and Abraham would start God’s people. The promise was that Abraham’s descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the sky.
Both sides kept their part of the deal. Abraham and his wife Sarah had a son Isaac who was faithful to God. Issac and his wife Rebecca had Jacob, who followed in their footsteps. He married Rachel and Leah and they had lots of kids. 
This is where our story starts.

CHILD 1
Everyone in the family knows our father Jacob has a favorite.
CHILD 2

That’s right. And it’s not me. And it’s not you.
JOSEPH

No, our parents love each of us as much as everyone else.
CHILD 1

No, Joseph. They love you the most. And it makes us mad.

CHILD 2

Which is why we’re going to throw you in that hole over there.

Narrator:  They throw Joseph in a pit in the desert.
JOSEPH

Don’t leave me here!
CHILD 1

We won’t. See that caravan coming that’s heading in the direction of Egypt. We’re going to sell you to those traders. And they’ll take you to Egypt.

Narrator:  That happens. And years later, Joseph remembers what happened next.
JOSEPH

Once I got to Egypt I made my way to meet the Pharaoh. Because I was good at interpreting dreams, he made me a minister in the palace. Later, my brothers and sisters fell on hard times and traveled to Egypt looking for food. They came to the palace, didn’t recognize me but asked for help. Of course I gave it to them and welcomed them with open arms. Our people lived in Egypt for many generations.
NARRATOR

Eventually the newer Pharaohs forgot Joseph and how good the Hebrew people were in the land of Egypt. Eventually they were turned into slaves to build Egypt’s great cities. Their times were hard. Everyone was suffering.

ACT I

Narrator:   In the desert outside Egypt, Moses is walking and comes across a fire.
MOSES
Holy cow! What’s this? It’s a bush on fire in the desert. It’s burning but wait a second, something is not normal. The leaves, branches and wood of the bush aren’t being burned by the fire. The fire is many colors, blue, red, yellow, green, but it is not hot to the touch. How can this be? Who did this?
GOD
Moses, I created this burning bush as a sign to you. I need you.
MOSES
(surprised)

You have my attention. You created this sign, the burning bush. I am listening.
GOD
I have heard the cries of my people in Egypt. They are suffering in slavery. I shall take them out of Egypt and make them free. And you, Moses, will help.

MOSES
I don’t want to get involved. I am afraid. And I don’t like speaking in public. 

GOD
You must overcome your fear. My people must be free. I will help by telling you want to do. Go now back to Egypt and tell Pharaoh to let my people go.
Narrator:  Moses is still afraid a little but does what God asks. 
He leaves the desert and goes to Egypt.
ACT II

Setting: In Pharaoh’s palace in Egypt.
MOSES
Pharaoh, you are all powerful over everything in Egypt but the great God of the Hebrew people declares that they shall be free from your slavery. Let us go.

PHARAOH
Your people have built the great cities of Egypt. They have worked for hundreds of years here. I shall let them go.
Narrator:  The Hebrews get up from their seats, gather their belonging and start to leave.
But before they are ready God changes Pharaoh’s mind and makes him stubborn.
PHARAOH
No, the slaves must stay.

(Everyone sits back down.)
MOSES
You have defied the all-powerful God. Now God brings a plague to Egypt.
Narrator:  The water in the river Nile turns to blood. All the fish die.
PHARAOH

(Shocked)

Your God is indeed powerful. I shall let the people go.

(The Hebrews get up from the table again and start to leave.)

No, I have changed my mind. The slaves are mine and must stay.

(Everyone sits back down.)

MOSES

You must not defy God. Another plague will come to Egypt. Let the people go.
Narrator:  From out of nowhere frogs appear. They get into everything 
and are squished under foot.
PHARAOH

(Shocked)

Again, your God is indeed powerful. I shall let the people go.

(The Hebrews get up and start to leave.)

No, I have changed my mind. The slaves are mine and must stay.

(Everyone sits down.)
MOSES

You must not defy God. Another plague will come to Egypt. Let the people go.

Narrator:  Next, mosquitos, ticks and other biting insects appear and bite everyone.
PHARAOH

(Shocked)

Yes, your God is powerful. I shall let the people go.

(The Hebrews again get up and start to leave.) 
No, I have changed my mind. The slaves stay.

(Everyone sits down.)
MOSES

Again you defy God. Another plague will come to Egypt. Let the people go.

Narrator:  Lions, tigers and bears. Wild animals appear in the streets 
and get into people’s homes and workplaces. Everyone is afraid.
PHARAOH

(Shocked)

Your God is very powerful. I shall let the people go.

(The Hebrews again get up and start to go.)

No, I have changed my mind. The slaves stay.

(Everyone sits down)
MOSES

Do what God says. Another plague will fall on Egypt. Let the people go.

Narrator:  Livestock disease. Cows, sheep, pigs, goats and chicken suddenly die. 
There is no milk or meat.
PHARAOH

(Shocked)

That was terrible. I shall let the people go.

(The Hebrews again get up and start to leave.)

No, I have changed my mind. The slaves shall stay.

(Everyone sits down)
MOSES

Do not do this. Another plague shall visit Egypt. Let the people go.

Narrator:  The skin of everyone in Egypt breaks out in boils, rashes and welts. It’s awful.
PHARAOH

(Shocked and covered in boils)

This is awful. I shall let the people go.

(The Hebrews stand up to go.)

No, I have changed my mind. The slaves shall stay.

(Everyone sits down.)

MOSES

You have defied God’s will again. Another plague shall fall on your house. Let the people go.

Narrator:  Hail. Even as warm as it is in Egypt, hail falls on all the houses, 
palaces and buildings. It piles up everywhere.
PHARAOH

(Shocked)

I have never seen so much hail. I shall let the people go.

(The Hebrews again prepare to depart.  Everyone stands up.)
No, I have changed my mind. The slaves shall stay.

(Everyone sits down)

MOSES

Egypt will now get another plague. Let the people go.

Narrator:  Locusts arrive. Millions of them. They get into people’s hair and clothes, 
food and beds. And they’re loud.
PHARAOH

(Shocked)

I have had enough. I shall let the people go.

(The Hebrews stand up again.)
No, I have changed my mind. The slaves stay.

(Everyone sits down.)

MOSES

Another plague is bound for Egypt. Let the people go.

Narrator:  The sun goes out. Darkness, even in the middle of the day. It’s scarry.
PHARAOH

(Shocked)

There has never been a day when night follows night with no sunlight at all. I shall let the people go.

(The Hebrews stand up and prepare to depart.)

No, For the last time, the slaves shall stay.

(Everyone sits down.)

MOSES

This is it. The worst plague of them all will happen tonight. Let the people go.

Narrator:  The Hebrews are told to put blood on the doorposts of their houses before 
going to sleep. They do. That night, the Angel of Death visits all the houses of Egypt. 
All the first born children die except for those in Hebrew houses, so people like [names of children at seder] were safe.
PHARAOH

(Shocked)

Now I have had enough. I shall let the people go.

Narrator:  The Hebrews rush out. Before they start their trip they don’t have time to cook, bake or even let bread rise. They rush to the Red Sea which parts for them.
Wait, come back. Generals! Call out the army. Go to the sea and gets those slaves back!

NARRATOR

The armies of Egypt chase the slaves and try to cross the Red Sea, too. But as the last slave leaves, the Red Sea swamps Pharaoh’s armies.

God fulfilled the promise to free the Hebrew people from slavery in the land of Egypt. And those people remembered it to this day.

