The Haggadah tells us “In every generation we are to view ourselves as if each one of us was brought forth out of Egypt.”  The purpose is to remind us of the feeling of being a slave.  More than that, however, this command, combined with the rejoinder to “remember the stranger, for we were strangers in the land of Egypt,” is a call to action.  It is a call for us to rise up against slavery and tyranny in our own time.
Most people don’t know that slavery still exists.  But it does.  From Khartoum to Calcutta, from Brazil to Bangladesh, men, women, and children work as slaves or in slave-like conditions.  According to Anti-Slavery International, there are at least 27 million people in bondage. The US Department of State finds that modern slave traders, or “person-traffickers” use threats, intimidation and violence to force victims to engage in sex acts or to work under conditions comparable to slavery for the trafficker’s financial gain.  Colin Powell reported some 50,000 women and children are trafficked annually for sexual exploitation into the United States.  Indeed, there may be more slaves in the world than ever before.

The Passover Story as A New Jersey Slavery Drama in Six Scenes      
Researched and assembled by Fred Kaimann
Together:

The events below are true.  They happened this way, with these people, in these places and on these days.  The words spoken are based on
court transcriptions, affidavits and pleadings.

Cast:

Two sanitation workers

Two detectives from the Plainfield Police Department

Joseph Salaverria, 






Special Agent, Immigration and Naturalization Service

Peter Fitzhugh, 







Special Agent, Immigration and Naturalization Service

“Juanita,” a Mexican girl, age 12-14

“Maria,” another Mexican girl, also 12-14

A Union County Juvenile Detention Center social worker

Sergio Farfan, a lawyer

Robert Holmsen, Assistant United States Attorney

Chester Keller, Assistant Federal Public Defender, 


representing “Miriam” Jimenez-Calderon

Angelo Servidio, 







private attorney representing “Laura” Jimenez-Calderon

Honorable Faith S. Hochberg, United States District Judge

“Miriam” Jimenez-Calderon

“Laura” Jimenez-Calderon

Narrator
Together:  In the criminal justice system, the people are represented by two separate, yet equally important groups – the police who investigate crime and the U.S. attorneys who prosecute the offenders.  This is one of their stories.
Outside of 12-12½  Front Street

Plainfield, New Jersey

February 18, 2002

Worker 1:  Hey man, I’m telling you.  The Yanks are going all the way this year.  Soriano is going to come through big-time.
Worker 2:  Nah, Bernie’s still the horse.  And Stanton is the man on the mound.

Worker 1:  I’ll bet you 5 bucks they win the pennant.   Hey, check this out.

(There are 4 bins full of empty Corona beer bottles.)
Worker 1:  There’s no way one family drank this much.  Something’s going on here.

Worker 2:  Yeah.  I’ll mention it to my brother-in-law on the force.  He’ll check it out.
12-12½  Front Street

Plainfield, New Jersey

February 22, 2002, 9 p.m.

The front door is broken down and police rush in.  Young men are lounging around the living room drinking beer from a cooler.  They start to flee and the cops catch them.  Each of the bedroom doors is flung open and partially clad men race out and start running down the back steps and through the alley.

Detective 1:  Well, what do we have here?  I don’t see a license to sell all this beer.

Detective 2:  Nor do I.  And that’s not a lot of rest they’re getting in the back bedrooms.
There are street-wise women in various states of undress, one per room, looking none too concerned about being caught.  Each room has a mattress and only the barest of drab furnishings.  The detectives continue towards the back.
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Detective 1:  Whoa, would you look at that.  (A girl much younger than the other prostitutes is cowering in her room with the covers pulled up around her.  She is shaking.)  How old are you?

Detective 2 (from another room):  Here’s another girl.  She looks about 12.  We’d better get INS in here.

Union County Juvenile Detention Center,

Elizabeth, New Jersey

Interrogation Room

March 7, 2002, 10 a.m.

Joseph Salaverria, Special Agent, INS (questioning the two young girls): So let me get this right, you’re minding your own business in … where’d you say you’re from?

“Juanita”:  San Pablo, Puebla.

Salaverria (INS):  San Pablo, Mexico, and a guy named Armando puts the moves on you, a week later he says that he loves you and proposes.

“Juanita”:  Armando is my fiancé.  Where is Armando?  I want to see Armando.

Salaverria:  He’s not here.  We didn’t pick up anyone named Armando.

“Juanita”:  He wouldn’t let this happen to me.  He loves me…It’s the sisters.

Salaverria:  Who?  Armando’s sisters?

“Juanita”:  I can’t say.  They won’t let me.

In the next room, a similar interview occurs.
Peter Fitzhugh, Special Agent, INS:  Look, there’s another girl just like you in the other room telling the same story.  Armando promised to marry her.  She just had to go with his brother “Ulises” to bring her to the United States so she could have a better life.

“Maria”:  No, it can’t be.  He’s my fiancé.  He said he loves me.  We’re going to get married.


Fitzhugh (INS):  You knew about the other girl, right?

“Maria”:  She talked to me once.  I heard them hitting her.  She tried to escape once.  They hit her a lot.  There was blood.

Fitzhugh:  I’m sorry, sweetheart.  No fiancé would ever let this happen to his girl.
“Maria”:  It’s the sisters.  But Armando will come for me.  He will.

Fitzhugh:  OK, I’ll be right back.

Fitzhugh joins Salaverria.  “Juanita” is sitting at the table.
Salaverria (to “Juanita”):  Let me get this right, you snuck across the border last summer with “Ulises,” took a bus to New York and then Armando told you to work for his sisters to earn money.

“Juanita”:  Yes.

Salaverria:  Did he say what your job would be?

“Juanita”:  No.

Salaverria:  Then what happened?
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“Juanita”:  Then the sisters took me to the house.
Fitzhugh:  Miriam and Laura?  (She nods.)  And what did Miriam and Laura say?

“Juanita”:  They said I had to stay in my room.  That I couldn’t talk to anyone.  That I had to give them all the money.  And that if the police found out, I’d go to jail for the rest of my life.

Salaverria:  Did you leave?

“Juanita”:  I couldn’t.  Laura would hit me.  Laura, she made me do bad things.  And I couldn’t talk to the men.  I had to give Laura the $35 right away.

Fitzhugh:  $35?

“Juanita”:  Yes.  Sometimes six times a day.  Every day.

Salaverria:  And did you see Armando?

“Juanita”:  No.  But he was on the phone.  Miriam would call him.  She’d give me the phone, and Armando would tell me how much he loved me.  And that he’d be with me soon.

Salaverria:  Well you’re safe now.  They’re not going to hit you any more.  You’ll just have to wait here until we get this all sorted out.

Union County Juvenile Detention Center,

Elizabeth, New Jersey

Interrogation Room

March 15, 2002, 2 p.m.

Salaverria (to a social worker): What’s going on?  Why’d you drag us over here with no notice?
Social worker:  There’s a guy here with birth certificates and bail money trying to spring the Mexican girls.  The birth certificates say they’re 21.

Fitzhugh:  Let me see those.  These aren’t real. They’re fakes, and not even good fakes.     (They go to the waiting area where a man is standing.)

Salaverria (waving the certificates):  You brought these in?  Come inside, I want to talk to you.   (Only to the social worker):  Take one of the girls to the window, let’s see if she recognizes him.  (To the man, leading him into the room): What’s your name?

Farfan:  Sergio Farfan.  Is everything OK?  Are you going to bring them out?

Fitzhugh: Yeah, everything’s fine.  We’ll get the girls.  Just curious, where are they going?

Farfan:  Oh, their aunt sent me.  She’s got a house on the other side of the Turnpike.  Nice place.  Quiet.  Good neighborhood.

“Juanita” (walks up to the window and begins to scream): No! No! 
Not him.  Don’t take me to him! 

Fitzhugh:  I’m going to see what that was all about.

Salaverria:  OK, Sergio.  You weren’t sent by their aunt, were you?

Farfan:  No, it’s true.  She just called me up.  Said I had a Hispanic name.  Asked me to take the papers and bail money to spring them.  That’s all I know.

Fitzhugh (In the other interrogation room, to “Juanita”):  It’s OK, it’s OK.  We’re not going to give you to him.  You know him?  How?

“Juanita”:  He’s a customer.  He came to me all the time.

Fitzhugh:  He’s a customer?

“Juanita”:  Yes.  He said he’s a lawyer.  And that if I wanted to escape, he’d help.  He’d call the authorities.  Then he’d help me return to Mexico.

Fitzhugh:  What happened?
“Juanita”:  Nothing.  He didn’t help.  He just kept coming back and paying.

(Later, back in the interrogation room)

Fitzhugh:  Sergio, it seems you’re not a disinterested party after all.
Farfan:  What do you mean?  I’m just doing someone a favor.  
Fitzhugh:   You should be shamed of yourself.  Pretending to be someone you’re not.

Salaverria:  You’re not a lawyer.  We pulled your personnel record.  You work for the Union County Department of Corrections.  Right here, Sergio.  

Farfan:  I think there’s some mistake here.

Fitzhugh:  Make no mistake of this:  Sergio Farfan, you’re under arrest for prostitution with a minor.  You have the right to remain silent…

Union County Jail

Elizabeth, New Jersey

Attorney Consultation Room

January 17, 2003

After Sergio Farfan turned in “Miriam” Jimenez-Calderon for giving him fake birth certificates and bail money, she and her sister “Laura” were arrested on charges of child prostitution and slavery.  The sisters and their lawyers meet with the prosecuting Attorney.
Robert Holmsen, Assistant United States Attorney:  (sternly)  Mr. Keller, Mr. Servidio, your clients are in serious trouble here.  We’ve got Sergio Farfan as a cooperating witness at the heart of your sex-slave conspiracy.  And these victims.  Have you ever seen a slave take the witness stand against her enslaver?

Angelo Servidio (representing “Laura”):  OK, no one wants to see that.  Let’s talk terms.

Holmsen:  Good.  We’re looking at counts of conspiracy to run a house of prostitution and human trafficking with added penalties for vulnerable victims.  Do we agree on the plea?

Keller: (Miriam and Laura nod.)  Yes.  We’ll take what’s on the table.
Sentencing Hearing

United States District Court

Courtroom of the Honorable Faith S. Hochberg

Newark, New Jersey

August 7, 2003

Judge Hochberg:  Mr. Keller, you’re arguing your client was not leading a criminal conspiracy?

Keller:  Yes, she was involved in taking care of those girls on a daily basis.  I don’t think that’s to be denied –

Judge Hochberg:  I wouldn’t say taking care of, Mr. Keller.  Let’s use other words.  They were not taken care of.  They were horribly abused in a depraved and inhuman fashion.

Keller:  I’m not in a position to –

Judge Hochberg (losing her patience):  Do you want to say ordered them around, commanded them, controlled their every move.  You may say that.  Okay?
Keller:  I’m not in a position to say otherwise, Your Honor.
Judge Hochberg:  You are not, that’s correct.  Mr. Holmsen, you argue that the victims should be classified as vulnerable in this crime?
Holmsen:  They would tell the girls, if you tell anybody what’s going on here, you try to escape, you’re going to be arrested and the police will put you in jail forever…and they would notify their families and put them to shame.
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Judge Hochberg:  How could this victim have avoided this crime, Mr. Keller?  How could she have gotten out?  She wasn’t allowed to go to the doctor when she was sick.  She wasn’t allowed to speak to the customers.  She wasn’t allowed to speak to the co-slaves.  Can you name one choice they had as a human being?

Keller:  Well, I’m not in a position today –
Judge Hochberg:  Name one way they could have avoided the crime.  One way!
Keller:  I don’t mean to be flippant about it, but they could have said no down in Mexico to coming to the United States.

Judge Hochberg:  By that time they were already in the clutches of the conspiracy.  Several of them had been raped and were too ashamed to tell their families what had happened.  So, what could they have done to avoid the crime once they were in that situation?

Keller:  I see I’m swimming upstream here.

Judge Hochberg:  I’ll bet you are.  They would have been kept enslaved until they caught some disease and died.  It’s like a tragic French novel.  

Servidio (representing “Laura”):  Your Honor, my client remembers being 10 years old, barefoot, running around sick all the time, going to bed hungry.  The only notion of hope was to get to America, so she doesn’t have to suffer anymore.  She did things and committed crimes in order to survive here, which are not justified, and she would be the first to acknowledge that.  I would just ask that you consider her background.
Judge Hochberg:  Mrs. Jimenez-Calderon, do you have anything to say at this time?

Miriam:  I simply apologize for the mistake I made.  Maybe ignorance led me to do this.  Without a doubt, poverty led us to all of this.  That is all I can say.

Judge Hochberg:  Miss Jimenez-Calderon, do you wish to speak?

Laura:  Yes, I would like to apologize to Your Honor and to this country.  Maybe because of ignorance I did this.  I don’t know how to read and write.  I had to start working at age 10 in a textile factory.  They paid me 10 pesos, and maybe poverty led me to do this.  I would like to apologize to the young ladies to please forgive me.

Judge Hochberg:  Do the young women victimized by this scheme wish to speak?

“Maria”:  I would like to tell you they treated us very badly.  They would fool us, they would deceive us.  And if we told the truth, we were going to go to jail for the rest of our lives.  I was afraid to escape from the house.  Now we are doing well, and they have fallen in their own trap.  
I hope they stay there, I don’t know how long.
“Juanita”:  I wanted to say they are not repentant for what they did.  It’s their fault that I lost my friends, my parents.  It took me years to be able to communicate with them.  I hope they don’t repent for the damage they did to me.  They would hit me.  They thought they were big shots.  
I tried to defend myself, but I couldn’t.  I tried to escape.  One day I went out to the store and that evening they hit me.  In my eyes.
Judge Hochberg:  Thank you for having the bravery to stand up and share your story.  We are all glad that you are beginning to do better and hope your family is relieved you are safe now. 

I would ask the defendants to please rise.  It is my job to tell you why I will sentence you as I do.  And that’s not hard, because what’s involved in this case is basic human freedom and basic human dignity.  Make no mistake about it.  You and your sister are violent criminals.  You used violence, your own fists, to enforce this depraved, cruel and inhuman criminal scheme.
You exploited the most vulnerable young girls.  You and your brothers lied to them using the same dreams you had, dreams of a better life.  You exploited those dreams with lies about marriage, lies of a better life.  All so you could make these girls slaves.

They were enslaved just as caged animals are enslaved.  It’s sad that the best thing that ever happened to them was a police raid.  

Your desire for a better life is understandable.  To achieve that better life by forcing young girls to be sex slaves with threats and beatings –  they have bruises to this day, years afterward – has no excuse in poverty and not in ignorance as you both claimed.  Poverty and ignorance do not make someone turn a young girl into a sex slave for profit.
You deserve to feel what it is like to be enslaved, but I cannot stoop to such a low form of punishment as you imposed on your own victims.

I am sentencing you for your depraved abuse of desperately poor, ignorant, illiterate, sexually naïve girls in Mexico.  There is no excuse, none whatsoever, that could possibly justify a decision to enslave another human being and force them to commit sex for your profit.

Pursuant to the Sentencing Reform Act of 1984, this court commits both defendants to the custody of the Bureau of Prisons to be imprisoned for a term of 210 months.
This matter is adjourned.
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